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of only docile members, Oliver issued writs for a new 1656 House in July 1656. But the major-generals had miscalculated, for some hundred of the members returned, men like Scot and Haselrig, were in bitter opposition. Bradshawe, indeed, was not there, nor Ludlow, and Vane? having tried for a seat, had now been sent into confinement at Carisbrooke. Vane had just published his pamphlet A Healing Question,1 in which, after an impassioned plea for religious liberty, he confessed himself prepared for any change, however drastic, provided it were ratified by parliament. But his parliament was not to be elected by the nation at large, but by the adherents of his own creed, and Oliver was entitled to ask whether such a limitation was superior to other forms of forcible control " The nation must be governed by its own consent," Ludlow had harped at their last meeting, but Ludlow meant at bottom the consent of those of his own way of thinking, not the will of the majority. " Where shall we find this consent ? " Oliver pertinently asked. " Amongst the Protestant, Presbyterian, Independent, Anabaptist or Levelling parties ? " He was getting very weary of this parrot-cry of free parliaments, to whose freedom every demagogue set his own special limits, and, having been given the right of selection by the Instrument, he did not hesitate to use it. The clerk in the lobby dealt out certificates of admission, and no member without a certificate could enter the House. What remained was a meek company of presbyterians and independents, all moderate men. The cry at the polls had been " no courtiers, decimators or swordsmen," but of the 352 members left most were soldiers, place-holders, or Oliver's own kin.

On September 17 in the Painted Chamber the Protector addressed the new parliament in a speech2 (it lasted three hours of a blazing noon) which contained much fustian and rhetoric, but also some of the most memorable words he ever spoke. It was a defence of the major-generals, a summary of the troubles of the past year,

1 It is reprinted in Somers Tracts I. 508-53.